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Afer scoring several hundred essays over 2 semesters, we concluded that moving to TILT (Transparency
in Learning and Teaching) assignments. We spent the beginning of year two designing the evaluaton
essay through TILT, primarily using the layout of purpose, task, and grading criteria to shape diferent
approaches to the assignment (evaluatng a sci-f flm, evaluatng a major, evaluatng an online product).
The general fndings of the data collecton showed a range of student writng abilites across all seven
criteria, demonstratng that a broad change in ENGL 1101 was needed, not restructuring a single
assignment or secton of the assignment.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Georgia Gwinnet College (a 4-year college that serves the most diverse populaton of students in the
southeast) has a low-admissions standard and a unique body of students that struggle through their
frst year from a variety of obstacles: poor high school performance, low socioeconomic backgrounds,
family demands, mental/physical disabilites, and general lack of preparaton for college-level work.
English 1101 Compositon 1 (ENGL 1101) has a 60% pass rate average: students are not prepared for the
rigors of college-level writng, students do not understand assignments in the course, and students do
not value the work done in ENGL 1101 (learning to write on a college-level, critcal thinking presented
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